SURRENDER   OF  THE  SPANISH  FORCES           838

WASHINGTON, July 13, 1898.

The Commanding General of the Army urges, and the Secretary of
the Navy requests, that navy force harbor. Confer with commander of
army, wishing to do all that is reasonably possible to insure the surrender
of the enemy. I leave this matter to your discretion, except that the
United States armored vessels must not he risked.

LONG.

This despatch again confirms the position taken by Mr. Long
in the confidential instructions to the commander-in-chief dated
April 6, 1898, the second paragraph only being quoted:

(2) The Department does not wish the vessels of your squadron to
be exposed to the fire of batteries at Havana, Santiago de Cuba, or other
strongly fortified ports in Cuba unless the more formidable Spanish ves-
sels should take refuge within these harbors. Even in this case the Depart-
ment would suggest that a rigid blockade and employment of our torpedo
boats might accomplish the desired object, viz., the destruction of the
enemy's vessels, without subjecting unnecessarily our own men-of-war to
the fire of the land batteries. There are two reasons for this:

First, there may be no United States troops to occupy any captured
stronghold, or to protect from riot and arson, until after the dry season
begins, about October 1st.

Second, the lack of docking facilities makes it particularly desirable
that our vessels should not be crippled before the capture or the destruc-
tion of Spain's most formidable vessels.

Again, when Admiral Sampson's squadron was on its way
to bombard San Juan, Porto Rico, as it did on May 12, 1898, we
meet the same anxious solicitude of Mr. Long1 in his telegram
to Cape Haitien, Haiti, repeating the injunctions of March 23d
and April 6th, viz.:

WASHINGTON, May 5, 1898.
SAMPSON (care U. 8. Consul), Capo Haitian, Haiti.

Do not risk so crippling your vessels against fortifications as to pre-
vent from soon afterward successfully fighting the Spanish fleet composed
of Pelayo, Carlos V, Vis cay a, Oquendo, Colon, Teresa, and four torpedo-1
boat destroyers if they should appear on this side.

LONG.

But to a better comprehension of this matter the instructions
issued to the commander-in-chief, dated March 23,1898, at Wash-
ington, wherein Mr. Long defines the department's views at some vessels,
